A Brief Description of Prussian Dialects

1. Samlandian

Samlandian, as one can judge from material of the three Old Prussian catechisms, is known in two dialects: that
with a preserved Baltic long é (the 1st Catechism), and that with a long 7in place of earlier Baltic & (the 2nd and
the 3™ Catechisms). Huge phonological and, as a result, morphonological deviations from the language of the
Elbing Vocabulary (“Pamedian”) forced me to assume the language of the Catechisms being samlandized
Sudovian of people resettled there by the German Order at the end of the 13th c.: all Samlandian geopgraphical
names were recorded in a “Pomesanian” phonetics from the very beginning, but the period of 200 years was not
sufficient for huge phonological changes. As for the Catechisms, the vowel Balt. *&was narrowed to *7 in initial,
middle and unaccented final position in dialects of the 2nd and the 3rd Catechisms. However it survived in an
accented final position as an allophone of *ér (cf. giwer *[givéi] 111 = *givé) due to a circumflex contraction of
the accented diphthong &/ > & in reduced apocopated *-&j(a) endings'. Long original Baltic 7and 7 tended to be
diphthongized, maybe due to Yatvingian process i < 0, 4 (< West-Balt. 5) after labials and guttural consonantss

(attested in Yatvingian territory, Gubiniten 1259).

1. Vocals:
long short
the 1% Cat. the 2™, the 3" Cat.
1 ¥l i ¥l “u #
0 6 0 *ei(*ér) ] é
a ‘a *a “e

Diphthongs were aj, er, au, as well as an, en, am, em, in, im, al, el, i/ in close syllables. There was also a new
triphthong aur < *auj(a)-.

There was a syllabic accent (tone), having a strengthened beginning and a lengthened continuation (a circumflex
tone, e.g. 4 ), and a higher finale (an acute tone, e.g. d), as in Greek. In diphthongs the circumflex tone was
placed on their first component but the acute was placed on their second component. The circumflexized
diphthongs 47, an, am, when stressed, were pronounced [6/], [6n], [om], their first components being even
diphthongized in turn.

We spell the diphthongs aj, ef, ad, ai, éi, au, an, én, am, ém, in, im, al, él, i/to Abel Will’s manner, but one must
have in mind that not length, but tone is marked in this way (the tone somehow lengthens the first or the second

component of the diphthong in respect to the other component of course).

! For polemics cf. ftn. 43 in: Vytautas Maziulis, Historical Grammar of Old Prussian. A translation of Lithuanian edition of

2004 and comments by Dr. L. Palmaitis, p. 50, http://donelaitis.vdu.lt/prussian/mazgr.pdf .



2. Consonants:

Labial stops b, p; labial resonant m, bilabial resonant w.

Dental stops d, £ dental resonant 7.

Guttural stops g, &.

Sibilants s, z and (probably rustling-hissing alveolo-palatals) s, Z (cf. German spellings schan *[san] vs. lise
*[liza), cf. also Pomesanian E crausios *[ kraus’os| < * krausjos)”.

Linguovelar r, palatal linguolateral / (cf. III kaulei /| kaulan | kaudlins, cf. also Pomesanian E keleranco
*[kel’aranko |, ladis *[I'ed's], with a Lithuanian-like open e after a palatal (cf. wargien *[var’an | vs. gertistian
*(gertistan ) .

Palatal resonant .

Spelling of the Catechisms demonstrates a very strong positional palatalization in Samlandian (cf. numerous
variations e.g. -tian / -tien / -tin or 3 pers. praes. géide / giéidi. Due to strong palatalization a broad short e
became neutralized with ain all positions except initial (similarly to Lithuanian). Thus a phonological opposition
of palatal and non-palatal consonants in dialects of the Catechisms (6-b) p—p’;, m—-m’, w—w), d-d’, t-t’, g—g’, k—k,
n-n’, 1-r’) was possible (minimal pairs not examined) except palatal / (see above) and j.

An instance t/aku shows that the compositions df, #/ were preserved in dialects of the Catechisms.

3. Derivation (Pomesanian Elbing Vocabulary, E, and other sources also used):

A stem may be thematic (with a historical vowel a/ e before an ending), or athematic (i.e. without this “theme”).
A suf. -j(a)- was used to derive substantives from nouns and verbs: E seamis *[zéimis |= Saml. *zéimis <
*zeimo, E boadis *| bidis |, Saml. * badis € (em)-badd-(ussisi).

With a suf. -inik(a)- /-enik(a)- substantives meaning “possessor of a feature” were derived from other
substantives

and verbs (E balgniniks < balgnan, medenix & median).

A suf. -ik(a) with a thematic vowel a derived agent nouns from infinitives (E schuwikis, Saml. *siawiks < *sit-:
here and further the letter ‘§’ is used traditionally for theoretical sound s, see above), as ell as to mark male
animals in respect to basic feminine appellative (E lonix = *loniks < *loni), or to derive substantives from
adjectives (swintickens, sg. *swintiks < swints ). Sometimes it may be met as an archaic diminutive suffix (E
kuliks, 111 gannikan).

For diminutives a suf. -7ka was widely used (bratrikai ). There were also diminutive forms with a suf. -uk(a)-
(sometimes used to derive a name of a male animal from that of a female animal, cf. E wosux € wosee ), as well
as with the suffixes -uz'(a)}-/-uzé- (geguse), -el- ( E patowelis & towis).

A suf. -ist’(a)- derived neuter gender diminutives from names of young animals (E gertistian).

Suf. -in(a)-, *-ilja- were used to derive masculine names of animals (E awins), insects (E sirsilis) from
substantives.

A suf. -i/(a)- was used to derive masculine agent nouns from verbs (Doc Waidel = * waidils < *waid-).

2 Baltistica 45(1), 2010, 137-138.
3 OId Prussian Written Monuments: Texts with facsimile and transliteration, reconstruction and comments. / Bibliotheca
Clossiana, Lingua Borussica Vetus, II. Lithuanians’ World Center for Advancement of Culture, Science and Education.

Kaunas 2007, p. 209, ftn. 4.



Suf. -t3j(a)-, *-éj(a)-, -ij(a)- were used to derive agent nouns from verbs and nouns (E artoys & *ar-, E gewineis
= *gewinéjs = Saml. * gewinis < * gewin-, E medies = * medis, gen. * medijas < * med’-5t-).

A suf. -eila-, -eilé, -ailé was used to derive substantives from nouns (E crupeyle, scritayle < * skrita-).

A suf. -ini/-inja- was used to derive feminine substantives from masculine substantives (E /idini < lidrs).

A suf. -ain(a)- was used to derive adjectives from nouns (substantivized E denayno € deinan : the quality ay, not
* oy, points to an acute tone on the second component of the diphthong).

A suf. -in(a)- was used to derive adjectives from substantives (deininan € deinan) and verbs (/ankinan).

A suf. -ast(a)- was used to derive adjectives from adjectives (karlist- € kail-s).

Suf. -ew(a), -aw(a)-, *-awa- were used to derive adjectives (later substantivized) from other adjectives
(garrewingi, dricktaw- € driktai, * drikts, E gabawo € *geb-).

A suf. -m(a)- was used to derive ordinal numbers from cardinal numbers (septmas).

Suf. -im(a)-, -um(a), -om(a)- were used to derive adjectives from other adjectives (aucktimm-iski, Doc
Auctume < * aukt-, aucktar-, - tickroms < tickra).

A complex suf. -min(a)- was used to derive ability adjectives from verbs (enimumne = * enima-mina < en-inr-).
An archaic suf. -(j)es- derived adjective and adverb comparatives from adjectives (muisieson = * miiisesan <

* mais-es-). Its variant suf. -(j)isja-/-isi- was used to derive adjective and adverb comparatives from stems: -a
(maldaisins < * malda-jis-), -1(talis), *-au [-u (tauwyschies < * tauwyisjas, * gilu-isi-s), or zero (tils < * tal-isr ).

A particle ukawas used to derive superlatives from adjectives (ucka isarwiskar).

A suf. -at(a)- was used to derive quality adjectives, sometimes later substantivized, from substantives (deiwiitai
& deiws).

A suf. -ifgja- < -irga- (later Saml. -ingja-) was widely used to derive adjectives (possibly substantivized) from
nouns (E ragingis < ragis).

A suf. -isk(a)- was used to derive adjectives from nouns (prisiskan, deiwitiskan).

Adjectives with the suffix fem. *-isk4- could be substantivized in an abstract meaning (labbisku ).

With suf. *-istd, *-ibé abstract substantives were derived from concrete substantives (E cristionisto, pagonbe).

A complex suf. *-7né was used to derive abstract substantives from adjectives (acc. maldiinin < nom.* maldiiné).
A complex suf. *-gnéwas used to derive abstract substantives from verbs (E medione < * medj-5).

A suf. -awas used to derive nouns from verbs (E corto < *kurt-, E stroio < *stru-/ strau-).

A suf.-aga was used to derive substantives with a concretized meaning from other substantives (E karyago <
kragis = * karis ), but a suf. -jga was used to derive substantives meaning instruments from verbs (wedigo).

-t(a) resp. -ta was a suffix used in primarily derived ordinal numerals (kettwirts) and passive past participles

(enimts) as in all Baltic and Slavic languages. Besides that, it was used to derive later substantivized adjectives (E
meltan = *miltan) and other adjectives from verbs (& *mil- / *mel- | *mal-; aucktai-, *aukta- € *aug-).
A suf. -etd /-ata was used to derived substantives (sometimes abstract substantives) from nouns (E bruneto €<

* bran-, giwato €< gijwan).

A “participle” athematic suf. -(e)nt- was used to derive substantives from verbs and substantives (as early as in
West-Baltic or Proto-Baltic): E dantis, smunents.

A suf. -ut’(a)- was used to derive substantives with a concretized meaning (nagutis).

A suf. *-aita was used to derive substantives with a a collective meaning from nouns (s/iwaytos).

A suf. *-fja- was used to derive substantives with a collective meaning from other substantives (Top Warnye,

Warnien 1341 = Warn-jjo < E warne).



A complex suf. -ewja- was used to derive names of profession from verbs (mukinewis < mukin-t).

A suf. -wa was used to derive names of space or places (Top Siddau— Seduwo 1419).

Suf. -/&, -wa were used to derive substantives from infinitives; these substantives meant a product of an action
(peisalei & peisa-ton, E stolwo = scolwo < * skel).

Athematic r~stem suf. -#- and -st- were used to derive names of tools from verbs (pagaptis, * krumpstis).

Suf. -tF, *-ulé, -in(a)- were used to derive names of tools from verbs (piuclan, wadule, malunis).

A suf. -t(u)wé-, -t(u)w(a)- was used to derive names of tools or means to do smth. from verbs (E schutuan).

A suf. -ein(a)- was used to derive substantives meaning a place for what was meant by a substantive from which
they were derived (E seweynis = * suweins).

Suf. -sna/ -sen(ja)- was used to derive names of action from corresponding verbs (etwerpsna, bousennis).

A suf. -2 (inf. -4- ) was used together with the full grade of the root vowel to derive causative verbs from other
verbs (/aiku, laikat < lik-t-, polinka).

A suf. -2 (inf. -7) was used to derive verbs from adjectives (giwa, giwu & gijwans).

Suf. -77a- was used to derive verbs from nouns (grik7 si < grikas).

Suf. -3ja-, -&ja- were used to derive verbs (iteratives among them) from verbs and nouns (dwigubbu, dwibugiit <
* dwigubs, druwé, druwit < drawis).

A suf. -in(a)- was used to derive causative verbs and iteratives (often with the full grade of the root vowel) from
verbs and nouns (swintina, swintint < swints).

A suf. -ina- was used to derive names of dwellers from the names of places of dwelling (kaiminan < E caymis).
A suf. -al was used for (quasi-) onomatopoetic derivation of names of birds (E * parpolis, E gegalis, E penpalo).
Suf. —a/é was used to derive characteristics for living beings, mostly animals (E gramboale ).

Suf. -an(a)- , -aim(a)- , -ait(a)- , -ain(ja)- , -eika , -ein(ja)-, -en(ja)-, -sa were used to derive characteristics for
masculine persons from verbs (Pers Diwanus, Candeym, Gedaucz, Begayne, Jodeyko, Cropeyns, Dargenne,
Lixa).

Suf. -itja-, -ita-, -etd |-éta, -elja-/-elé, - uk-, -aita-, -ainja-, -eina-, -ind, -and /-ané, -ija, -aja-, -istja-, -men- were used
to derive geographical names (Top Sirgite, Wusiniz, Algetos, Labelles, Aucul, Wangayten, Alkayne, Golteynis,
Spandyno, Kympone, Warnye, Laxdogen, Perwangsten, Gilmen).

4. Pronouns and their declension (here and further a mixed German-Latvian-type orthography is used):

1 pers. sg. 2 pers. sg. 3 pers. refl.
b £ b £ b
(1) Nom as/es ta -

en maise twaise swaise
2)G . . .
(3) Dat mennei, mi tebbei, ti sebbei, si
(4) Acc men / min / mi ten/tin/ti sin /si

1 pers. pl. 2 pers. pl.

1 mes jus
2 nise juse
3 nimans jimans
4 mans wans



AW N~

AW N~

AW N~

AW N~ L A W N~

AW N~

1 pers. sg. possess.sg.

maise / majs, maja, majjan
maise, majjas, maises, maise

majasmu, majjasei, majasmu

majjan
pL
majai, majjas, majai
maisan
majammans, majamans

majjans

1 pers. pl. possess. sg.
nise / niiss, nusa, niasan
nise, nises, nise
nasmu, nasei, nasmu
nusans

pL
nusai, nasas, nusai
nuséisan
nusamas, nusamans, ..

nuasans

dem. sg. masc.
tans / §is
tenesse, Sisse
tenesmu, Sismu

tennan, Sin

dem. pl. masc.
tenéi, Sai

tenéisan, S€isan
tenéimans, S€imans

tennans, Sins

2 pers. sg. pOssess.
twaise / twajs, twaja, twajjan
twaise, twajjas, twaises, twase
twajasmu, twajjasei. twajasmu
twajjan

pL

twajai, twajjas, twajai
twaisan
twajammans, twajamans

twajjans

2 pers. pl. possess. sg.
juse /juss, jusa, jusan
juse, juses, jise
jusmu, jisei, jismu
jusans

pL

jusai, jusas, jusai
juséisan
jlisamans, jusimans, jusammans

jusans

dem. sg. fem.
tena, Si
tenesses, Sisses
tenessei, Sissei

tennan, San

dem. pl. fem.
tennas, Sas
tenéisan, S€isan
tenéimans, S€imans

tennans, Sans

3 pers. possess..
swaise / swajs, swaja, swajjan
swaise, swajjas, swaises, swaise
swajasmu, swajjasei, swajasmu

swajjan

pL
swajai, swajjas, swajai
swaisan
swajéimans

swajans

dem. sg. neutr.
tennan, Sin
tenesse, Sisse
tenesmu, Sismu

tennan, Sin

dem. pl. neutr.
tenéi, Sai
tenéisan, Séisan
tenéimans, S€imans

tennans, Sins



AnOWLWON N AW N~ AW N~

AW N~

5. Adjactives and their declension:

aj. sg. masc.

NOWLWON O~

aj. pl. masc.

NOWLW N~

labs, arwis
labbas, arwjas
labasmu, arwismu

labban, arwin

labai / nawwai, arwjai
labban, arwin
labammans, arwimans

labbans, arwins

aj. sg. fem.
laba, arwi
labbas, arwjas
labbai, arwjai
labban, arwjan
aj. pl. fem.
labbas, arwjas

labban, arwin

aj. sg. neutr.

labban, arwi
labbas, arwjas
labasmu, arwismu

labban, arwi

aj. pl. neutr.

labamans, arwimans

labbans, arwins

labai / nawwai, arwjai
labban, arwin
labammans, arwimans

labbans, arwins

6. Substantives (neutra pl. as oxyton collectiva*, contamination of palatal stems in accustives and genitive

plural):

a-stem sg.

wirs, buttan

wiras, buttas

wiru, buttu

wiran, buttan

a-stem pl.
wirai / butai
wiran / buttan
wiramans, butammans

wirans, buttans
I-stem sg.
Klitis, aks
klitis, akkis
klitei, akkei

klitin, akkin / kliten, akken=-tan, -kan

Estem pl.

klitis, akkis

klitin , akkin / kliten, akken=-tan, -kan

klitimans, akimmans

klitins, akkins / klitens, akkens=-tans, -kans

&-stem sg.

musa, gena

miisas, gennas

musai, gennai

misan, gennan
4-stem pl.

miisas, gennas
misan, gennan
miisamans, genamans

misans, gennans

Ja-stem sg.

kagis

kagas

kagu

kigin / kiigan=-gen’
a-stem pl.

kagai

kigin® / kigan=-gen
kigamans

kagins / kiigans=-gens

Ja-stem sg.

marti
martas
martai
martin / martan=-ten
Jastem pl.
martas
martin / martan=-ten
martamans

martins / martans=-tens

&-stem sg.

appi

appis

appei

appin / appen=app'an
é-stem pl.

appis

appin / appen=app'an
appimans

appins / appens=app'ans

u-stem sg. Cons.-stem sg.

suns, meddu dants muti

sunus, meddus dantis mautis

sunu, meddu danti miitei / mitrei’

stunun, meddu

u-stem pl.

stnus, medai

sunummans, medummans

stnun, medun

sinuns, medduns

dantin / danten=-tan

mitin / muten=-tan

Cons.-stem pl.

dantei
dantin / danten=-tan
dantimmans

dantins / dantens=-tans

mautis
mutin / muten=-tan
mutrimans

miitins / mutens=-tans

4 Neuter declension was defected in plural, for this and for possible substitute in plural cf. Balty kalby gramatinés sistemos

raida. Kaunas: Sviesa 1998, p. 234237 and p. 97-99.

5 Phonetically, cf. Maziulis, p. 41, ftn. 32. For contamination of palatalized stems cf. MaZiulis, p. 52 (§ 113).

8 For gen. pl. -insee Maziulis, p. 47 (§ 99), where the role of “casus generalis” (gen. pl.=acc. sg.) is emphasized.

"Plg. 111 bratrikai.



7. Verbs and their conjugation:

Present Indicative
athematic thematic
as asma mes asmai treppa treppimai imma immimai glabja glabbimai alksta alkstimai
tu  assei jus astei treppa treppitei imma immitei glabja glabbitei alksta alkstitei
tans, tenéi ast treppa imma glabja alksta
Past Indicative
as béi mesbéimai treppa treppamai immi immimai glabi glabimai alka alkamai
tu  béi jusbéitei treppa treppatei immi immitei glabi glabitei alka alkatei
tans, tenéi béi treppa immi glabi alka
Present Indicative
athematic thematic
as jai  mesjamai linka linkimai lenka lénkimai tur turrimai
tu jasei jus jatei linka linkitei lenka leénkitei tur turritei
tans, tenéi jat linka leénka tur
Past Indicative
as jai mes jaimai likka likkamai lenki Iénkimai turéi turéimai
tu jai  jos jaitei likka likkatei Iénki lénkitei turéi turéitei
tans, tenéi jai likka lénki turéi
Present Indicative

half thematic (athematic)

as maitdi mes maitaimai segéi  seg€imai
ti maitai jis maitaitei segéi  segéitei
tans, tenéi maitai segéi

Past Indicative
asmaitai  mes maitaimai segéi  seg€imai
timaitdi  jis maitaitei segéi  segéitei
tans, ten€i maitai segéi

8. Text (Pater Noster in Experimental Prussian):
Nuss Tawa, kas assei en dangu, pastasei swintintan Twajs emmens, peréisei Twaja riki, Twajs kwaits audasei si

kaigi en dangu, tit digi na zemmin. Nisan déininan geitin dais nimans Sandéinan, be etwérpjais nimans nisans



ausautins, kaigi mes etwérpimai niisamans ausautenikamans. Be ni weddais mans en perbandasnan, §lait izrankis

mans ezze wargu, beggi Twaja ast riki, waré be zmiinis emprabutskan. Amen.

[ The same from the 3rd Catechism:

Tawa notison kas tu essei endangon. Swintints wirst twais Emnes. Peréit twais Rijks. Twais Quaits audasin kagi
endangon tijt déigi nosemien. Nouson deinennin geitien dais noimans schan deinan. Bhe etwerpeis notimas
nousons auschautins, kai mes etwérpimai noisons auschautenikamans. Bhe ni weddeis mans emperbandasnan.

Schlait isrankeis mans esse wissan wargan. ]

2. Pomesanian (Pamedian)
Pomesanian, as one can judge from material of the Elbing Dictionary, as well as from geographical names of
almost all regions of Baltic Prussia (even of Samland, recorded since the 13" c.) was near to Common Prussian

reconstructed by Vytautas Maziulis®:

1. Vocals:
long short
-‘f-‘lj >/<1' #fu ‘I-‘I
o

The short a was back and near to o (0). *5and *gwere lower back open and higher narrow vocals respectively,
but the phoneme *¢manifested in two allophones: a stressed narrower *[ 9], an unstressed broader *[J]. The
latter coincided with the pronunciation of the phoneme *J, but in Pomesanian all these differences seem to have

been eliminated except several words where the phoneme * gwas still preserved.

Diphthongs were aj, ei, au, as well as an, en, am, em, in, im, al, e, i/ in close syllables.

There was a syllabic accent (tone), having a strengthened beginning and a lengthened continuation (a circumflex
tone, e.g. ), and a higher finale (an acute tone, e.g. d), as in Greek. In diphthongs the circumflex tone was
placed on their first component but the acute was placed on their second component. The circumflexized
diphthongs i, an, am, when stressed, were pronounced [01], [ 6], [ 6m], their first components being even
diphthongized in turn.

When we spell the diphthongs aj, e, ag, ai, éi, au, an, én, am, ém, in, im, al, él, il to Abel Will’s manner, one
must

have in mind that not length, but tone is marked in this way (the tone somehow lengthens the first or the second

component of the diphthong in respect to the other component of course).

2. Consonants:
Labial stops b, p; labial resonant m, bilabial resonant w.
Dental stops d, £ dental resonant 7.

Guttural stops g, &.

§ Maziulis, p. 21.



Sibilants s, z and (probably rustling-hissing alveolo-palatals) s, Z (cf. crausios *[kraus’os| < *krausjos), as in
Samlandian (cf. German spellings schan *[san] vs. lise *[liza)’.

Linguovelar r, palatal linguolateral /(keleranco *[ kel’aranko |, ladis *[I'ed's], with a Lithuanian like open e after
a palatal (cf. wargien *[var'an | vs. gertistian *[ gertist'an ), cf. Samlandian kaulei| kaulan | kaiilins)".

Palatal resonant .

Whether there existed palatalization of consonants in Pamedian, is a problem. The above mentioned result of a
historical palatalization sj + a back vocal > /s/ is attested in schutuan (< *sji-) etc. Therefore, such spellings, as
garian, median in the Elbing Vocabulary, rather reflect a pronunciation [med’an|, [garan] than [medjan],
[garjan]. For this cf. three instances same *[Z’emé ), samy’e *[Z'em’en | and angurgis *[ angur’is] only.

The fate of dl, t/is ambigous (addle but clokis).

3. Derivation (Samlandian Catechisms, I, II, ITI, and other material also used):

A stem may be thematic (with a historical vowel a/ e before an ending), or athematic (i.e. without this “theme”).
A suf. -ja- was used to derive substantives from nouns and verbs: seamis = *zéimis < *zeimo, boadis = * bodis
& 11 (em)-badd-(ussisi).

With a suf. -inika- /-enika- substantives meaning “possessor of a feature” were derived from other substantives
and verbs (balgniniks < balgnan, medenix < median).

A suf. -7ka- with a thematic vowel a was used to derive agent nouns from infinitives (schuwikis, gen. * sawikas <
*gjiat-: here and further the letter §” is used traditionally for theoretical sound s, see above), as well as to mark
male animals in respect to basic feminine appellative (lonix, gen. * lonikas < *lonr), or to derive substantives
from adjectives (IIl swintickens, gen. sg. *swintikas < 111 swints). Sometimes it may be met as an archaic
diminutive suffix (kuliks, 111 gannikan ).

For diminutives a suf. -ika was widely used (III bratrikai ). There were also diminutive forms with a suf. -uka-
(sometimes used to derive a name of a male animal from that of a female animal, cf. wosux & wosee ), as well as
with the suffixes - uzja-/-uzé- (geguse ), -elja- (patowelis & towis).

A suf. -istja- was used to derive neuter gender diminutives for the names of young animals (gertistian).

Suf -ina-, - ifja- were used to derive masculine names of animals (awins ), insects (sirsiis ) from substantives.

A suf. -ila- was used to derive masculine agent nouns from verbs (Doc Waidel = gen. * waidilas < *waid- ).

Suf. -tgja-, -éja-, -ija- were used to derive agent nouns from verbs and nouns (artoys & *ar-, gewineis =
* gewinéjs € * gewin-, medies = * medis, gen. * medijas € * medj-ot-).

A suf. -eilja-, -eilé, -ailé was used to derive substantives from nouns (crupeyle, scritayle < * skrita-).

A suf. -ini/-injowas used to derive feminine substantives from masculine substantives (/izdini €< lidis).

A suf. -aina- was used to derive adjectives from nouns (substantivized denayno € deinan : the quality ay, not
*0y, points to an acute tone on the second component of the diphthong).

A suf. -ina- was used to derive adjectives from substantives (I deininan €< deinan) and verbs (111 /ankinan).

A suf. -dsta- was used to derive adjectives from adjectives (kazlist- & kail-s).

A suf. -ewa-, -awa-, -awo was used to derive adjectives (later substantivized) from other adjectives (garrewingi,

dricktaw- < *drakts, 111 driktai, gabawo < * geb-).

? Baltistica 45(1), 2010, 137-138.
0 Old Prussian Written Monuments, p. 209, ftn. 4.



A suf. -ma- was used to derive ordinal numbers from cardinal numbers (septmas).

Suf. -ima-, -uma-, -6ma- were used to derive adjectives from other adjectives (111 aucktimm-iski, Doc Auctume
< *aukt, 111 aucktai-, 11 - tickroms < * tikra-, 111 tickra).

A complex suf. -mina- was used to derive ability adjectives from verbs (Il enimumne = * enima-mina < en-im-).
An archaic suf. -(j)es- derived adjective and adverb comparatives from adjectives (111 muisieson = * miiisesan <
* mais-es-). Its variant suf. -(j)isja-/-isi was used to derive adjective and adverb comparatives from stems: -a (III
maldaisins < *malda-jis-), -i (111 talis), *-au /-u (111 tauwyschies < * tauwjisjas, * gilu-isi-s ), or zero (111 tils <
*tal-ist ).

A particle ukawas used to derive superlatives from adjectives (ucka isarwiskar).

A suf. -ota- was used to derive quality adjectives, sometimes later substantivized, from substantives (III deiwiitar
& deiws).

A suf. -iga- was widely used to derive adjectives (possibly substantivized) from nouns (ragingis € ragis).

A suf. -iska- was used to derive adjectives from nouns.

Adjectives with the suffix fem. -isko- could be substantivized in an abstract meaning (111 /abbisku ).

With suf. -ist0, -1bé abstract substantives were derived from concrete substantives ( cristionisto, pagonbe).

A complex suf. -ané was used to derive abstract substantives from adjectives (III acc. maldinin < nom.
*maldiné).

A complex suf. -oné was used to derive abstract substantives from verbs (medione < * medj-o-).

A suf. -0 was used to derive abstract substantives from verbs (corfo < * kurt-, stroio < *stru-| strau-).

A suf.-ago was used to derive substantives with a concretized meaning from other substantives (karyago <
kragis = * karis), but a suf. -jg6 was used to derive substantives meaning instruments from verbs (wedigo).
-taresp. -to was a suffix used in primarily derived ordinal numerals (III keffwirts ) and passive past participles
(IIT enimts) as in all Baltic and Slavic languages. Beside that, it was used to derive later substantivized adjectives
(meltan = *miltan) and other adjectives from verbs (& *mit / *mel- | * mak; 11 aucktar-, * aukta- < * aug-).

A suf. -eto /-ato was used to derived substantives (sometimes abstract substantives) from nouns (bruneto <
*bran-, giwato < 111 gijwan).

A “participle” athematic suf. -(e)n# was used to derive substantives from verbs and substantives (as early as in
the West-Baltic or Proto-Baltic): dantis, 111 smunents.

A suf. -utja- was used to derive substantives with a concretized meaning (nagutis).

A suf. -ait6 was used to derive substantives with a a collective meaning from nouns (sliwaytos ).

A suf. -7jo was used to derive substantives with a collective meaning from other substantives (Top Warnye,
Warnien 1341 = Warn-ijé < warne).

A complex suf. -ewja- was used to derive names of profession from verbs (III mukinewis € 111 mukin-t).

A suf. -wowas used to derive names of space or places (Top Siddau— Seduwo 1419).

Suf. -/&, -wo were used to derive substantives from infinitives; these substantives meant a product of an action
(III peisalei & peisa-ton, stolwo = * skolwo < * skel-).

Athematic -stem suf. -#- and -st- were used to derive names of tools from verbs (pagaptis, * krumpstis ).

Suf. -tF /-kE, -ulé-, -ina- were used to derive names of tools from verbs (piucian, wadule, malunis).

A suf. -t(u)wé-, - t(u)wa- was used to derive names of tools or means to do smth. from verbs (schutuan).

A suf. -eina- was used to derive substantives meaning a place for what was meant by a substantive from which

they were derived (seweynis = *suweina-).
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Suf. -sno/ -senja- was used to derive names of action from corresponding verbs (III etwerpsna, 111 bousennis).

A suf. -0 (inf. -6-) was used together with the full grade of the root vowel to derive causative verbs from other
verbs (/aiku, laikat & lik-t-, polinka).

A suf. -0 (inf. -7) was used to derive verbs from adjectives (III giwa, 11 giwu < 111 gijwans).

Suf. -77a- was used to derive verbs from nouns (111 grik7 si < 111 grikas).

Suf. -gja-, -éja- were used to derive verbs (iteratives among them) from verbs and nouns (III dwigubba, 111
dwibugit € * dwigubs, 111 druwe, 1 druwit < 11 drawis ).

A suf. -ina- was used to derive causative verbs and iteratives (often with the full grade of the root vowel) from
verbs and nouns (III swintina, 111 swintint < 11 swints).

A suf. -ina- was used to derive names of dwellers from the names of places of dwelling (III kaiminan € caymis).
A suf. -alwas used for (quasi-) onomatopoetic derivation of names of birds (* parpolis, gegalis, penpalo).

Suf. -6/¢ was used to derive characteristics for living beings, mostly animals (gramboale ).

Suf. -ana-, -aima-, -aita-, -ainja-, -ciko, -einja- , -enja-, -so were used to derive characteristics for masculine
persons from verbs (Pers Diwanus, Candeym, Gedaucz, Begayne, Jodeyko, Cropeyns, Dargenne, Lixa).

Suf. -itja-, -ita-, -eto, -elja- -elé, -uk-, -aita-, -ainja-, -eina-, -ino, -onad [-oné, -ijo, - oja-, -istja-, -meir etc. were used

to derive geographical names (Top Sirgite, Wusiniz, Algetos, Labelles, Aucul, Wangayten, Alkayne, Golteynis,

Spandyno, Kympone, Warnye, Laxdogen, Perwangsten, Gilmen ).

4. Pronouns and their declension can be reconstructed on the basis of the Catechisms in this way:

(1) Nom
(2) Gen
(3) Dat
(4) Acc

A LW N~

(1) Nom
(2) Gen
(3) Dat
(1) Acc

AW N~

1 pers. sg.
es
majase
menei, moi / mei / mi
men / mi
1 pers. pl.
mes
nuse
nimans
mans / mos
1 pers. sg. possess.sg.
majase / majs, majo, majan
majase, majases, majase
majasmo, majasei, majasmo
majan
DL
majoi, majos, majoi
majéisan
majéimans

majans

2 pers. sg.
ta
twajase
tebei, twoi / tei / ti
ten/ti
2 pers. pl.
jus
juse
jumans
wans / wos
2 pers. sg. pOSSess.
twajase / twajs, twajo, twajan
twajase, twajases, twajase

twajasmo, twajasei. twajasmo

twajan

pL
twajoi, twajos, twajoi
twajéisan
twajéimans
twajans

3 pers. refl.
swajase
sebei, swoi/ sei/ si

sen / si

3 pers. possess.
swajase / swajs, swajo, swajan
swajase, swajases, swajase
swajasmo, swajasei, swajasmo

swajan

11



AW N~ AW N~ AW N~

AW N~

AW N~

A LW N~

1 pers. pl. possess. sg.
nise / nasis, niso, nisan
nase, nases, nuse
nasmo, nisei, nismo

nusan

Pl

nasoi, nisos, nusoi
naséisan
niaséimans
nasans

dem. sg. masc.
tans / tons, Sis
tenese, Sise
tenesmo, Sismo
tenan, Sin

dem. pl. masc.
tenéi, Sai / $oi
tenéisan, S€isan
tenéimans, S€imans

tenans, Sins

2 pers. pl. possess. sg.
juse / jusis, juso, jusan
juse, juses, jise
jusmo, jisei, jismo

jusan

pL

jUsoi, jisos, jisoi
juséisan
juséimans
jusans

dem. sg. fem.
teno, S1
teneses, Sises
tenesei, Sisei
tenan, San

dem. pl. fem.
tenos, SOS
tenéisan, Séisan
tenéimans, $€imans

tenans, Sans

Pl
swajoi, swajos, swajoi
swajéisan
swajéimans
swajans

dem. sg. neutr.
tenan, Sin
tenese, Sise
tenesmo, Sismo
tenan, Sin

dem. pl. neutr.
tenéi, $ai / $oi
tenéisan, Séisan
tenéimans, SEimans

tenans, Sins

5. Adjectives and their declension can be reconstructed on the basis of the Catechisms and Lithuanian in this

way:

aj. sg. masc.
labis, arwis
labase, arwise
labasmo, arwismo
laban, arwin

aj. pl. masc.
laboi / nawai, arwis
labéisan, arwéisan
labéimans, arwéimans

labans, arwins

aj. sg. fem.
labo, arwi
labos, arwjos
labai, arwjai
laban, arwjan
aj. pl. fem.
labos, arwjos
labéisan, arwéisan
labéimans, arwéimans

labans, arwjans

aj. sg. neutr.
laban, arwi
labase, arwise
labasmo, arwismo
laban, arwi

aj. pl. neutr. (?)
laboi / nawai, arwis
labéisan, arwéisan
labéimans, arwéimans

labans, arwins

12



6. Substantives and their declension can be reconstructed on the basis of the Catechisms in this way (oxyton

neutr. pl. ''):

a-stem sg. masc./neutr.  3-stem sg. Ja-stem sg. Jja-stem sg. &-stem sg.
1 wiris, butan muso, geno kigis marti apé
2 wiras, butas musos, genos kigjas martjos apés
3 wird, butd miisai, genai kiigjo mortjai apei
4 wiran, butan misan, genan kigjan mortjan apen

a-stem pl. a-stem pl. Ja-stem pl. Jja-stem pl. &-stem pl.
1 wirai / butoi musos, genos kigjai mortjos apés
2 wiran / butin'? misan, genun kigjan mortjan apjan
3 wiramans, butamans musOomans, genomans kiigjamans martjomans apémans
4 wirans, butans misans, genans kigjans mortjans apéns

L-stem sg. u-stem sg. Cstem sg.
1 klétis, akis stiinus, medu donts moté
2 klétis, akis siinus, medus dantis moteres
3 klétei, akei stiinui, medu donti moteri
4 klétin, akin sinun, medu dontin moterin

Estem pl. u-stem pl. C-stem pl.
1 klétis, akis stinds, medoi dontes moteres
2 klétjan , akjun stnun, medun dantun moteran
3 klétimans, akimans sinumans, medumans dantimans moterimans
4 klétins, akins sununs, meduns dantins moterins

7. Verbs and their conjugation can be reconstructed on the basis of the Catechisms in this way:
Present Indicative
athematic thematic
es esmi mesesmé" trepd trepamé im0 imamé glabjo glabjamé alkstd  alkstamé
ti  esel jasesté trepel trepaté imel imaté glabel glabjaté alkstei alkstaté
tans, tenéi est trepa ima glabja alksta
Past Indicative

es bém mesbéme trep0  trepomeé imj0 imémeé globjo  globéme alkdo alkomeé
th  bés jusbété trep0i trepOté imjéi imété globéi globéte alkoi alkote
tans, tenéi bé trepo imé globé alko

L Ct. above ftn. 4

2 Gen. pl. -un in oxyton forms comes from the narrow allophon of the phonem * ¢, cf. Maziulis, p. 46.

13 Cat. 1 pl. -mar comes from *-méi (cf. 2 pl. - &7, 111 *-tei) influenced by thematized 1 sg. *-ma < *-mi (to unstressed 4, cf. I1I

=

crixtia), cf. Latv., Lith. esmu. *-mei, *- teiwere phonetic allomorphs of *-mé, *-¢é(cf. 2 pl. 111 - #7'), cf. Maziulis, p. 84, ftn. 89.
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athematic
esjomi mesjomeé
tijosel jisjoté

tans, tenéi jot

esj0jo mes jOojome
ta jojai jusjojoté

tans, tenéi j0jO

Present Indicative

thematic
linko linkamé lénkjo 1énkjamé

linkei linkaté Iénke1 lénkjaté

linka lénkja
Past Indicative
liko likomé 1énkjo lénkémé
likoi likoté lénkéi lénkéte
liko lénké
Present Indicative
half thematic (athematic)

es maitdjd mes maitdjamé

tl maitojei jus maitojaté

tans, tenéi maitoja segéja

Past Indicative
€s maitdjo
tli maitdjai  jis maitojoté

tans, tenéi maitdjo segcjo

8. Text (Pater Noster in reconstructed Pomesanian):

seg€j0 segéjamé

segéjei segéjaté

mes maitojome segéj0 segéjome

segéjai segéjoté

turjo turimé
turel turité

turi

turéjo turéjomé
turéjai turéjoté

turéjo

Nuse Towe, kas esei en dongu, pastosei swentintan Twoise emens, peréisei Twoise riké, Twaise kwoitis audosei

si koigi en dongui, tét digi no zemei. Nisan déininan geitin dois nimans San déinan, béi etwérpjais namans

ntsans ausattins, kiigi mes etwérpjamei nisamans ausatitenikamans. Béi né wedais mans en perbondan, skloit

izrankis mans eze wargo, begi Twajo est riké, waré béi zmonis emprobitiskan. Amen.
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